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(the wife of Chandra, the moon), at the age of ten an
-ordinary girl/7 In other words, the sooner she is
married the better, after she is seven years of age.
Manu says: "Reprehensible is the father who gives
not his daughter in marriage at the proper time," and
declares that if before she is eleven he has not provided
her with a husband, she is justified in seeking one for
herself. In teaching the duties of the two lowest of .the
four great castes, on the question of marriage, he declares
that ua man aged thirty may marry a girl of twelve, if
he find one dear to his heart; or a man of twenty-four
years a damsel of eight." In his marriage regulations
for Brahmans, he is most particular. A Brahman must
avoid marrying a girl whose family " has omitted the
prescribed forms of religion, that has produced no sons,
that which has thick hair on the body, or is afflicted with
hereditary diseases. Let him choose for his wife a girl
whose form has no defect, who has an agreeable manner,
who walks gracefully like a young elephant, and whose
body has exquisite softness."

When a widower seeks another wife, widow-remarriage
being repugnant to Hindu custom, as all girls are married
before or at the age of twelve, he, however old, must take
one of these children. And when a father has failed to
obtain a bridegroom somewhat near the age of his
daughter, he is only too glad to allow any one, though
he be old, to relieve him of the disgrace attaching to a
family in which there is an unmarried girl of twelve.

These children do not leave their fathers' house
immediately after their marriage, but remain there
until they are about twelve or thirteen. In the inter-
val they may occasionally visit their father-in-law's
house, and become, to some extent, familiar with their
husband and his family before she goes to live there,